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Library Programming Made Easy: 
A Year of Citizen Science Programming 
Ideas for Your Library

In chat
Introduce yourself! 
Share: What do you like 
about professional networks?



Agenda

● Citizen Science & SciStarter Refresher
(<10 minutes)

● Network Update: Libraries as Community 
Hubs for Citizen Science

● 12 Months of Citizen Science 
Programming

● Deeper Dive into August and September



How would you describe 
citizen science to 

someone else?



Citizen Science is Serious Science

A global movement that enables people from 
all walks of life to contribute to real scientific 

research in collaboration with scientists. 

Anytime, from anywhere. 



Acts of science can 
involve…

(Also referred to as community 
science, participatory research 
and crowdsourced science)

Biodiversity, Night Sky, HealthObserving

Wildlife, Pollinator Activity, Bird MigrationMonitoring

Water Quality, Light Pollution, Marine Debris Measuring

Videos and Images onlineAnalyzing

Photos and SamplesCollecting

Citizen Science can involve….

At your library, in 
a garden, at night, 
from home, 
during a walk, on 
a computer, 
independently, as 
a group…



STEM programs teach science.
Citizen Science ALSO benefits science and society. 

Participants AND scientists learn. Science is accelerated.



Create your free account: SciStarter.org/login 

Use SciStarter to: 
● Find and save projects (local and global)
● Find an event or promote an event
● Complete free trainings
● Create lists of projects for groups 
● Track impact through participation
● Stream real-time virtual, interactive 

events
● Use templates; build kits; and more!

http://scistarter.org/login


Programs for Libraries

Create your free SciStarter account, then, join the Citizen and Community 
Science Library Network to stay up to date on all three programs!

SciStarter.org/go/library-network   

http://scistarter.org/go/library-network


Citizen & Community Science Library 
Network 

1300 strong…and counting!❏ Free, online training tutorials for library staff and volunteers.
❏ Guides to plan events and build/circulate citizen science kits.
❏ Virtual professional development events.
❏ Turnkey and customizable resources.
❏ Peer-to-peer network.
❏ Technical, programming and promotional support.

Create your free SciStarter account, 
then join the Network!
SciStarter.org/go/library-network 

http://scistarter.org/go/library-network


Benefits of Participation
Alignment with library purpose (29 librarians, 2023 Survey)
● Fulfills educational and recreational needs; promotes lifelong learning
● Brings resources to patrons and engages them in community
● Enriches scientific literacy and provides family-oriented opportunities
● Aligns with STEM/STEAM programming and environmental initiatives
● Engages historically underrepresented populations in science

Interest and engagement 
● 74–100%  reported increased interest in citizen science
● 68–89%  gained knowledge of participation opportunities (e.g., Pollinator 

Palooza)

Confidence gains (N=199. 2021-2023 post-webinar survey results) 
● 80–100% felt confident discussing citizen science with patrons/community 
● 86–100% could direct patrons to SciStarter resources 

Skills development 
● 54–75%  increased confidence in building, cataloging, and promoting kits 
● 60–96% reported enhanced skills in planning, hosting, and tailoring programs



How Libraries are Participating

Interactive Workshops & 
Hand-on Citizen Science
Photo credit: Bozeman Public Library

Citizen Science Kits
Photo credit:  Batavia Library

Displays & Passive 
Programming 

Photo credit: Farmington Public Library 

SciStarter.org/library-resources



Year-round resources for 
libraries

● Promotional Toolkit
● Flyers, Posters, Bookmarks, Sticker Designs
● Free online trainings
● Program planning guides, 
● Event Calendars

● Workshops and Webinars on Zoom
● Access to volunteers/Ambassadors
● Plug and Play events & programs
● DIY Citizen Science Kits for Circulation
● Project Finder Widget

SciStarter.org/library-resources



Online, Self-Guided Trainings

The Foundations of 
Citizen Science

Libraries as Community 
Hubs for Citizen Science

Citizen Science Champion 
(for staff & volunteers!)

SciStarter.org/Training



SciStarter Ambassadors

● Search for Ambassadors in 
your area

● Reach out for programming 
advice and support!

SciStarter.org/Ambassador-Directory



12 Months of Citizen 
Science 

Programming



January

Help Advance NASA Research

February

Improve the Path

March

Seek Signs of Spring

April

Acts of Science: Connected

May

Mindful Moment with the Night Sky

June

Celebrate National Pollinator Week

July

Night Shift Naturalists

August

Citizen Science 101

September

Alzheimer’s Awareness Month

October

Fall into Birding

November

Help Advance NASA Research

December 

Forecasting the Holiday

Year Round Citizen Science

Pages.SciStarter.org/library-program-resources/12-months-of-programs



Monthly Deep Dive
August & September



August:
Host a Foundations of Citizen Science 

Workshop

Host a “Citizen Science 101ˮ workshop 
for your library audience. 
- Use the provided slides and facilitator 

guide OR open the Foundations training 
and guide participants through! They do 
not need devices or accounts. 

- Customize the slide deck with projects 
relevant to your community

- Print and give them each attendee a 
certificate of completion!

Pages.SciStarter.org/Library-Program-August/



Resources

Customizable slide 
deck–Add your own flare!

Facilitator guide
Recipe Card to help you 
visualize the event from 

beginning to end

Printable participation 
Certificates

New! Video Demo with 
mock audience questions. 



September: 
Stall Catchers for Alzheimer's Awareness 

Month
Host a Friendly "Catchathon" with Stall Catchers in honor of Alzheimerʼs 
Awareness Month in your computer lab!

● Great for teens and intergenerational groups!
● Participants analyze short videos of blood vessels in mouse brains to 

identify "stalls" through an easy-to-learn, gamified site.

As the Facilitator, you will:

● Help participants create or log in to their accounts Tip: create ghost 
accounts!.

● Answer basic questions and guide them through their first 
classifications.

● Bring the fun! Display the team leaderboard and encourage friendly 
competition.

Pages.SciStarter.org/Library-Program-September/



Resources

Recipe Card to help you visualize the 
event from beginning to end.

Project Leader Introductory 
Video & Catchathon Recordings

Take Home Flyer



What would you like to 
see in these monthly 
programming guides?

Consider what you like about them now and what you 
think would be useful to include. 



Next Steps



Next Steps

1. Join the Library Network so we can 
notify you when all 12 months are 
available!

2. Register for our September 23rd webinar

3. Explore August & September Program Guides

4. Join the Facebook Group and share how your 
library is getting involved 



Questions?


