What is Citizen Science Month? GOALS Key Insights

@% Engage more people in real scientific research

Citizen Science Month (CSM) is a global April _ _ _ e Focus on Facilitators: Support for facilitators,
celebration of the people, projects, and perspectives &_ Support libraries and community partners as particularly library staff, broadens

powering the movement. hubs for CitSci participation, sustains engagement, and

APRIL 2026 Launched in 2020 by SciStarter and ASU with {F] Train participants and facilitators Increases confidence introducing and doing
support from AAPS, NIH, and NLM, CSM offers free citizen science (CitSci).

trainings, events, marketing tools, and data insights = _ _ e Foster Ownership: Empowering project
Ac ross t h e Yea rs ® to boost impact. (=) Coordinate national and local events leaders with customizable tools and open-
O All SciStarter-listed projects benefit. In 2024, the @ Measure impact through ongoing evaluation source materials increases investment and

theme "One Million Acts of Science" encouraged and analytics SUccess.
e Branding Matters: Framing activities as “Acts

Lessons Learned & Impacts Measured T ———

f public interest and participation.
Emma Giles (SciStarter/Arizona State University), Caroline Nickerson (SciStarter), Tara Cox (SciStarter), Darlene Cavalier 2 50 MILLION Participation in activities that contribute to scientific : _ _ _
}SaStarter/Arlzona State University), Dan Laxman (Arizona State University), Deron Ash (Arizona State University), Daniel Arbuckle ¢ researf:)h—playing games that advance medical Champion Champions: Growing the SciStarter

SciStarter), Roland Moundalak (SuStarter) Ambassador network builds confidence, skills,

.) studie_s, counting vis_ible stars to measure light and enthusiasm to expand CitSdi in
pollution, documenting observations in nature, or o

o P communities.
engaging in CitSci events.

“f\@“ Provide customizable resources

CITIZEN SCIENCE DAY

ONE MILLION
ACTS OF SCIENCE

EXPANDETOrATMONITIH

SCALE TO MORE LIBRARIES

FINDINGIOUR MESSAGE FOCUS ONISCALING

THREE MILLION 12,50 MILLION ACTS OF SCIENCE’

Objectives:
1.Support librarians with PD
2.Provide turnkey resources
3.Boost librarian and patron interest and
confidence in CitSci

Objectives:
1.Develop standardized communication
content, tools and operations.
2.Expand evaluation efforts using mixed
methods to assess public and facilitator
engagement.

Objectives: Collective Impact:

1.Shift ownership of CSM to facilitators 2.50 Million Acts of Science
and organizations leading events

2. Amplify the project outcomes made in celebration of America’s
possible by participants 250th birthday!

Rationale:
Scaled efforts by forging international

partnerships with practitioner 4 AMERICA

organizations, empowered 200+ N — /ﬁ \
Ambassadors to lead programs, i L ‘ .// N,@/
and deepened project leader : K" ‘ Sl —
engagement to better document & 33 ¢ s >

community participation and its " e Z OQN l V E R S E

impact on scientific research.

Objectives:
1.Create programs/events “in a box” for
hybrid programs
2.Create beta Library Training
3.Expand evaluation to include project
leaders.

Objectives:
1.Create the online Intro to CitSci training
2.Field-test more customizable resources

Objective:
1.Leverage trainings, badges and more
partners to better inform, engage and
scale participation among facilitators
(Girl Scouts, Verizon, libraries, schools,
etc)

Objectives:
1.Provide “Prepare for CSM” webinars
2.Leverage national partnerships to reach
underrepresented populations.
3.Scale communications, social media
assets, and project/event resources.

Rationale: Libraries hold a unique role
that helps overcome common barriers
to participation in CitSci. To support this
potential, there was a clear need for
turnkey tools, training, and
promotional templates
tailored to library and

: cntlzen s
community-based

organization use. $ ef ﬁ&ﬁ g eDQ

Rationale: Libraries are

trusted community hubs THE i MEGATHUN
for science engagement. oo
Coordinated efforts like [RUMTELGS

“Citizen Science Game @ @ o
Day” can scale existing

tools to meet rising jzhﬁhﬁ e ressarch month Hﬁ 995 iﬁzhf
public interest.

Rationale: & s Foatio @ X

. 3 @NSF - Follow - .
Partners asked for social Attention, attention! @SciStarter here, and this is a Twitter :{/latlonale. sl

H H o ke 1 We'll be hy od: kit bol
medla too"klts and tal-klng ‘&Iiti‘zg;ci:nceef!ori;éi‘tSc?a;lhr.‘?:inul;t! bit.ly/3DXrNtG ore organlzat|0ns Wante to rlng
points. Internally, we HaleoverNisF CSM to their communities
and wanted PD %
(train the trainer) ; ; _
i resources. :

scistarter . s

Science we can do together.
SciStarter.org

CITIZEN

Rationale:
Responded to
libraries’ growing
need for interactive
tools, feedback
loops, and stronger
facilitator support.

Rationale:

“One Million Acts of Science,”

allowed us to remove jargon ‘Y‘
as a barrier and accelerate
buy-in from new and existing \
communities and media

partners to scale CSM.

reorganized documents
for version control and
discoverability to support
the distributed ops team.
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Swipe to learn about easy
citizen science projects you can

90+ Events do from home!

o

63+ Events 250+ Events 147+ Events — 103+ Events 250+ Events

425+ Events
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“The One Million Acts of Science We cu N DO " I

“I really appreciate the platform

aggm i . d
34,854 303,059 362,345 366,547 311,978 1:15 Mithion e oo BN participants renewed energy this 250mLLION
Contributions Contributions Contributions Contributions Contributions Contributions One Millionth Act of Science Contributions monthl” ACTS OF’

-Sadie Coffin, Redshift Wrangler

SCIENCE

OUTCOMES & IMPACTS

Before One Million Acts of Science One Million Acts of Science 4 \ . . )
Data Contributions & Acts of Science T - ”
2019-2023 2024-2025 500 CSM Event Count Methods: “Acts of Science
1+1 H 1 H 3,500,000
The Citizen and Community Science Library Events: The # of events doubled between April 2023 and April 2024 due to increased partnership and Shift in ownership and 425 Data sources:

Network, launched in 2021, steadily grew from an
informal community to over 500 official members
by May 2023.

growth of Library Network. In 2025, CSM partnered with the European Citizen Science Association to
promote 70+ European projects.

400 introduction of o Affiliate project activity

Ambas?groefz\‘/‘zitfg 3000000 e Self-reporting by volunteers and
On.Lin(ej (ejve.nts facilitators via online forms.
Social Media Reach: CSM hashtags reached 12.8 million more people (1.3 million in 2024. 14.1 million 300 dovip1g 2500000 Online and email reports from project
lockdowns. leaders. Affiliate data is
250 250 2,000,000 deduplicated.
Contributions to projects featured in
200 1,500,000 CSM events are counted for the day
147 before, day of, and day after the
103 1,000,000 Measuring “Acts of Science” SVEE
100 . 90 L arted i 2024 Social media posts using
500,000 #OneMillionActsofScience and/or
#CitizenScienceMonth

Participants: in 2025)

® 94% of people who completed the
Foundations of Citizen Science training survey
reported significant increases in their
confidence participating in CitSci projects,
collecting data, and analyzing data.

Participants:

e 52% (n=42) of participants learned about CSM from SciStarter, 48% from social media

¢ 94% rated events as “good” or “excellent” and 96% said they would recommend the activity, in
2024.
Participants increased awareness of citizen science after participating in facilitated events.
100% said they were likely to participate again in a CitSci project.
68% of participants in 2025 did 2 or more projects or events, compared to 29% in 2024.
2,938 Foundation of Citizen Science badges were earned in April 2025, compared to 183 in 2024.

Facilitators:
e From event planning to post-event, 60% of
leaders reported improved confidence in
hosting or facilitating a virtual CitSci event.

e 40% reported no improvement, but were \_ 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 J 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
already "very" confident before the event Faahtg tors: . : : y — ”
(measured in 2021). e 95% rated their event and clarity of expectations as “good” or “excellent”.

e 100% of facilitators felt confident in the impact of CitSci. Misc Colla bO rato s and Suppo rte rs
Project Leaders: 28% cistortor

e 100% of project leaders surveyed reported that Project Leaders (2025): Ambassadors Ambassador P AMERICA ~ GORDON AND BETTY -
participating in Citizen Science Month ¢ A record amount of project teams engaged with CSM by hosting events, promoting on social hosted in various 39.8% E.l Al ot mnovation ﬁd MOORE @ idealist
- - . . . . . . lgcatl_ons including ) // Q ™
increased public awareness about their CitSci media, and reporting Acts of Science. libraries, museums, Arizona State University L FOUNDATION
project “quite a bit.” natural spaces, etc. Grantee

e Early data tells us that 46% of project leaders saw an increase in data or relevant activity used to
define "participation" during CSM and 36.4% saw an increase in the number of participants during
CSM.

e 82% of project teams reported feeling positively impacted by being part of a larger movement.

. Australian
<> Citizen Science

Citizen Science Month
~ Association for Advancing ol ~ i ( R IC A P :
Y MU Association ’\ ColLabField

2025 Events “ F’Orticipctory Sciences ﬁa Citizen Science

=t RED IBEROAMERICAMNA DE
SRSt CIENCIA PARTICIPATIVA
SciStarter Ambassadors

coordinated and hosted 169

e They also indicated CSM imparted value to
their project by helping them spread the word
about their project and attract additional

Media Events

ZOONIVERSE ‘angn Q)ogngi;Scuorg

\;‘\ 4'!' / “\\ .';; . h
Wz collcborahve
Zice bkl ey
contributors. 11.1% events in April, enabling the ,ﬁ)}& net -
*Due to funding constraints in 2025, results data comes from data collected by SciStarter, SciStarter icgzarrt.i;tiig E‘]’c ‘;"C?grfc‘;”an g RURAL & SMALL * e SCi ‘.\(’/ﬁ,’ 2
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— [= including event metrics and informal surveys for project leaders. 5% . o sharing outcomes. NLM)NNLM All-rUs 5[15”[5 ———— DiscOvER  FR! 5‘.?:,.50
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Review the Evaluation reports on SciStarter.org/Research S'c_r Starter



	Across the Years:  Lessons Learned & Impacts Measured
	2020
	2022
	2024
	2026
	2019
	2021
	2023
	2025
	OUTCOMES & IMPACTS
	Citizen Science Month 2025 Events

	Collaborators and Supporters
	Review the Evaluation reports on SciStarter.org/Research




