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Citizen Science is Growing

Theobald et al., 2015

Number of biodiversity-related citizen science 
projects has grown (gray area).
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SciStarter users join diverse projects

Source: Allf et al. in prep
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N = 31



SciStarter users that do CBC join more diverse projects 
than typical CBC volunteers
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Diverse Engagement in Citizen Science 🡪 
Strongest Outcomes among CBC volunteers

Participants in one bird project vs. 
multiple bird projects vs. multiple 
projects across disciplinary topics.

* Depicts significant results (based on 
odds ratios) of multinomial logistic 
regression model comparing 
responses to different outcome 
variables across all three groups

Source: Cooper et al. in prep

Single Project Specialist Boundary-Spanner



Significance?

More diverse engagement in citizen science on platforms 
may facilitate deeper learning and/or engagement in science 
and conservation.



Next Steps
•Quasi-experimental studies to assess causality in 

non-traditional groups



Conclusions

• 3rd parties are an emerging form of engagement with citizen science
• Volunteers using 3rd parties are engaging in more diverse types of citizen 

science than “traditional” volunteers from standalone citizen science 
projects
• 3rd parties are engaging new audiences with citizen science that may not 

have joined projects on their own
• By embracing shared management of volunteers via 3rd parties, managers 

and researchers may be better positioned to inspire stewardship, lifelong 
learning, and social change
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